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DATA M AT TE RS MORE IN 2 02 0  

When we first launched our Data in Action campaign in 2016, we chose to take on this work 

because of our shared belief that students deserve access to the most effective programming, 

scheduling, and use of limited resources, and the reality that we cannot make informed 

decisions without evidence of impact. It became clear to us that data is a foundational need 

— and that parents, educators, and community leaders must have access and tools to be able 

to use it effectively to improve student outcomes.

Fast forward to the year 2020: West Contra Costa’s young people finished the second half of the 

2019-20 school year remotely after California closed school campuses mid-March in response to 

the coronavirus pandemic; grading policies were flexed and the Smarter Balanced assessments 

were waived. Now, as families and educators start the 2020-21 school year virtually, they will do 

so without the most current measures of readiness for thousands of students.   

The absence of relevant assessment data coupled with distance learning makes the teacher-

parent partnership essential for navigating the complexities of this school year. Parents and 

caregivers are now lead in-person instructors, tech support, and accountability buddies, 

holding key observational data points that were once gathered and used by educators to 

support learning in the classroom. As parents and caregivers assume these new roles, it is 

imperative that they receive tools and resources to be successful. To that end, parent access to 

student data can no longer be treated as a nice-to-have — it is a non-negotiable, especially as 

teacher-student engagement will now be limited to virtual interactions. 

WHAT ’S  D IFFE RE NT ABOUT THE 2 02 0  
K IDS CAN RE PORT? 

As there is no new assessment data for 2019-20, we have repurposed the pages of this report to:

 

1. Provide a longitudinal look at student achievement over the past four years, and

2. Help parents and caregivers gain a better understanding of their children's learning levels 

using free online resources. It is our hope that with these tools, parents can share learning 

observations and results to help create a shared plan for student success with teachers 

and school leaders. 

?
I N T R O D U C T I O N 4 5



OVE R ALL  S T U D E N T  E N RO LL M E N T
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Serving families and communities in Richmond, San Pablo, El Cerrito, Hercules, Pinole, El Sobrante, and 

Kensington, West Contra Costa public schools impact the lives of more than 34,000 young people. 

This report focuses on outcomes for specific groups of students to bring attention to our shared 

responsibility to ensure all West Contra Costa public schools serve all children well, including and 

especially, our young people from historically underserved communities. 

* includes data from district-run schools and public charter schools

*
D+C

E N RO LL M E N T  BY  S T U D E N T  GRO U P
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Source: California Department of Education. 2019-20 Enrollment by School, CALPADS UPC Source File.Source: California Department of Education. 2019-20 Enrollment by School, CALPADS UPC Source File.

Pacific Islander (195)

Not Reported (115)

Native American (88)

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filescupc.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filescupc.asp
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2019 – 2020

30% of West Contra Costa 3rd graders met or exceeded reading 
standards

32% of West Contra Costa 3rd graders met or exceeded reading 
standards 

32% of West Contra Costa 3rd graders met or exceeded reading 
standards 

33% of West Contra Costa 3rd graders met or exceeded reading 
standards 

We do not know what percentage of West Contra Costa 3rd 
graders met or exceeded reading standards 

2015 – 2016

2016 – 2017

2017 – 2018

2018 – 2019

30%

32%

32%

33%

Reading is the fundamental building block of a student’s education, and is integral to success in 
all other subjects, including Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). By the end of 
second grade, students are expected to have core reading skills intact, so that they may begin 
to apply their learning to tackle increasingly complex material starting in third grade. Students 
reading proficiently by third grade are much more likely to graduate, and to be successful in 
college and career.

9

NEXT STEPS

PERSONAL

• Have your child take the Learning Heroes Readiness Check for K-8 reading and math: 3-5 
short questions for their grade, with immediate results indicating if your student may need 
extra support and tips and resources to help them get back on track.

• For a more detailed assessment, please check out the Macmillan Readers tool. This test 
goes from easy to hard depending on how your child does. Once you have found their 
level, the site suggests a number of books that match their reading ability.

• Sign your student up for a free ReadTheory account, an adaptive reading tool that 
provides student data reports with information on your student’s reading level (K-12).

• For older students, visit Teen Tribune: High interest articles by grade span that include 
embedded quizzes and can be customized to fit your student's reading level.

SYSTEMIC

• Advocate for the use of a reading assessment like DIBELS to assess foundational reading 
skills and fluency.

• Advocate for schools to administer the Interim Smarter Balanced Assessments remotely, 
early in the year, to provide a baseline understanding of skill gaps. 

• Adopt a standardized approach to formative assessments across all schools to ensure  
instruction is targeted to students’ individual growth areas. 

• Demand district leaders commit to publicly sharing 2020-21 assessment data by school 
and student subgroup to provide the community with as much information as possible 
about how school closures are impacting achievement gaps.

• Advocate for the district to purchase an assessment like NWEA MAP Growth to assess 
individual student growth.

D+C Source: California Department of Education. California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Test Results.

INTRODUCTION

TAKEAWAYS

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
http://www.macmillanreaders.com/level-test/
https://readtheory.org/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/teen/
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
https://caaspp-elpac.cde.ca.gov/caaspp/DashViewReportCSA?ps=true&lstTestYear=2019&lstTestType=R&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstSchoolType=A&lstCounty=00&lstDistrict=00000&lstSchool=0000000
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2019 – 2020

34% of English Learners in West Contra Costa reclassified by  
5th grade 

32% of English Learners in West Contra Costa reclassified by  
5th grade

33% of English Learners in West Contra Costa reclassified by  
5th grade 

36% of English Learners in West Contra Costa reclassified by  
5th grade

31% of English Learners in West Contra Costa reclassified by  
5th grade

2015 – 2016

2016 – 2017

2017 – 2018

2018 – 2019

34%

32%

33%

36%

In West Contra Costa, nearly 36% of our students are identified as English Learners (ELs), 
amounting to more than 12,000 students across district and charter schools. 

For English Learners and their families, reclassification is a significant milestone on the pathway 
to accessing and succeeding in core coursework needed to meet both high school graduation 
requirements and A-G eligibility. Research has also shown that reclassification is a meaningful 
predictor for overall student achievement — reclassified English Learners are among the highest 
performing students in California, often outperforming their English-only peers.

D+C California Department of Education. 2019-20 "At-Risk" and Long-Term English Learners (LTEL) by Grade (Dataquest Report). 

31%

PERSONAL

• Take an online ELPAC practice and training test on the ELPAC website.

• Review resources designed to help parents better understand their child’s ELPAC  

score report.

• Sign your student up for a free ReadTheory account, an adaptive reading tool that 
provides student data reports with information on your student’s reading level (K-12). 

SYSTEMIC

• Advocate for a detailed district plan for how reclassification will be approached during 
school closures, including alternative plans for administering the ELPAC and allowing 
students to meet all other requirements to reclassify. 

• Contact your school’s ELAC committee and request virtual ELAC meetings, trainings, and 
expanded information be made available to the public.

• Advocate for a fully developed Dual Language Immersion (DLI) plan to guide the 
programs currently in place at many of our school sites. Last year, there was a massive 
expansion of DLI sites with minimal support for teachers, administrators, or parents. The 
district must provide the necessary resources, materials, and trainings.

INTRODUCTION

TAKEAWAYS

NEXT STEPS

https://www.elpac.org/resources/online-practice-and-training-test/
https://elpac.startingsmarter.org/
https://elpac.startingsmarter.org/
https://readtheory.org/
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2019 – 2020

25% of West Contra Costa 7th graders met or exceeded math 
standards

23% of West Contra Costa 7th graders met or exceeded math 
standards 

24% of West Contra Costa 7th graders met or exceeded math 
standards

23% of West Contra Costa 7th graders met or exceeded math 
standards

We do not know what percentage of West Contra Costa 7th 
graders met or exceeded math standards 

2015 – 2016

2016 – 2017

2017 – 2018

2018 – 2019

25%

23%

24%

23%

While several factors influence a young person’s likelihood to pursue Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) majors and careers, it is clear that early exposure to, and success 
in, math and science coursework plays a defining role. Most commonly, that journey begins 
with Algebra 1. 

Often described as the gateway course, Algebra 1 is meant to help students establish 
a foundation for advancement in math and science pathways. While most students are 
encouraged to enroll in Algebra 1 their 8th grade year, some schools are intentionally shifting 
Algebra 1 to the first year of high school. Regardless of what model a school adopts, the fact 
remains that a student’s 7th grade math performance is a critical indicator of readiness for 
Algebra 1.      

D+C Source: California Department of Education. California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Test Results.

TAKEAWAYS

PERSONAL

• Have your child take the Learning Heroes Readiness Check for K-8 reading and math: 3-5 
short questions for their grade, with immediate results indicating if your student may need 
extra support and tips and resources to help them get back on track.

• Take advantage of Khan Academy’s “Progress Tab” under your student’s profile to 
see what math skills they’ve completed and other information about their lessons and 
progress. 

SYSTEMIC

• Guide and support educators to utilize adaptive learning software that use diagnostic 
math assessments, such as Zearn (K-5).

• Advocate for schools to administer the Interim Smarter Balanced Assessments remotely, 
early in the year, to provide a baseline understanding of skill gaps. 

• Adopt a standardized approach to formative assessments across all schools to ensure 
instruction is targeted to students’ individual growth areas. 

• Demand district leaders commit to publicly sharing 2020-21 assessment data by school 
and student subgroup to provide the community with as much information as possible 
about how school closures are impacting achievement gaps.

• Purchase an assessment like NWEA MAP Growth to assess individual student growth.

INTRODUCTION NEXT STEPS

https://caaspp-elpac.cde.ca.gov/caaspp/DashViewReportCSA?ps=true&lstTestYear=2019&lstTestType=R&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstSchoolType=A&lstCounty=00&lstDistrict=00000&lstSchool=0000000
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
https://support.khanacademy.org/hc/en-us/articles/204795300-How-do-I-view-my-child-s-profile-
https://about.zearn.org/?utm_campaign=homepage&utm_medium=native&utm_source=homepage
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
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2019 – 2020

16% and 5% of West Contra Costa 11th graders were 
unconditionally college* ready in ELA and math, respectively

15% and 5% of West Contra Costa 11th graders were 
unconditionally college ready in ELA and math, respectively 

16% and 5% of West Contra Costa 11th graders were 
unconditionally college ready in ELA and math, respectively 

20% and 8% of West Contra Costa 11th graders were 
unconditionally college ready in ELA and math, respectively 

We do not know what percentage of West Contra Costa 11th 
graders were unconditionally college ready 

2015 – 2016

2016 – 2017

2017 – 2018

2018 – 2019

16%  5%

15% 5%

16% 5%

20% 8%

INTRODUCTION

D+C Source: California Department of Education. California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Test Results.

*unconditionally 
college ready refers 
to students who 
exceeded standards 
in ELA and math

At GO West Contra Costa, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to decide 
their own path after high school. Whether a student’s journey leads to a four-year or two-year 
college, an apprenticeship in a trade, employment at a technology company, the military, 
entrepreneurship, or any other next step, all of our young people should leave our schools 
ready to thrive.

Currently, there are two key measurable areas of college readiness: 1) the 11th grade SBAC 
(a measure of readiness in ELA and math) and 2) the completion of A-G coursework (a 
measure of eligibility for UCs/CSUs). To be clear, college and career readiness is more than 
academic preparedness: social emotional skills, system navigation strategies, and financial 
supports directly affect a student’s ability to succeed in post-secondary training and learning 
environments. All are important for future success.

PERSONAL

• Review the latest freshman admission requirements for UCs and CSUs and assess if your 
student is on-track.

• Take one of eight free, full- length SAT practice tests created by Khan Academy in 
partnership with College Board. 

• Use College Board’s Bigfuture.org to help your middle and high schoolers explore higher 
education around the country. Through a step-by-step guide, young people learn about 
some key college search categories, answer questions to discover what's important to 
them, and receive advice from college students and educators.

• Have your child look into required skills and credentials for the fields that most interest 

them using CareerFinder.

SYSTEMIC

• Advocate for UC Transcript Evaluation Service (TES) reports to be made available to 
parents early so families know if students are on track to graduate eligible to attend a 
public four-year university in California.

• Ask for regular reporting on high school student data, disaggregated by school and 
subgroup (e.g., race, EL status, socio-economic status, etc.).

NEXT STEPS

ELA MATHTAKEAWAYS

https://caaspp-elpac.cde.ca.gov/caaspp/DashViewReportCSA?ps=true&lstTestYear=2019&lstTestType=R&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstSchoolType=A&lstCounty=00&lstDistrict=00000&lstSchool=0000000
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/Pages/admission-requirements.aspx
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
https://roadtripnation.com/edu/careerfinder


Three months into the start of a new decade our lives changed: illness spread, schools 

and businesses closed, and millions of people were asked to stay home to save lives. 

The coronavirus pandemic has completely morphed how people live day-to-day, from 

how we act in public spaces to how we greet our dearest friends and family members, 

and everything in between. It has also drastically altered how our educators teach, how 

our young people learn, and how parents and caregivers engage in their children’s 

education. 

In past versions of this report, we have provided parents, caregivers, and community 

members with suggested next steps to kickstart their advocacy efforts on behalf of their 

children and all children. In this year’s report we seek to do the same with respect to the 

conditions and limitations set forth by our current reality. 

It is highly unlikely that students, parents, and teachers will meet in-person at all this 

school year. As such, we believe an essential and urgent first step for parents and 

caregivers is establishing a relationship with their child’s teacher through an initial 

virtual conference at the beginning of the school year. In an effort to set both parents 

and teachers up for success during this initial meeting, we’ve built a Parent-Led 

Conference tool to help parents give educators key insight by offering learning-at-

home observations and sharing reflections on their child’s readiness in core subjects. 

The goal of this conference is to create a collaborative action plan to support student 

achievement.

The following pages feature our Parent-Led Conference Planning Form, a template for 

a conversation with your child’s teacher. Fill these pages out in advance to prepare for 

an initial parent-teacher conference. 

Our internet connectivity is

My child did well with these elements of distance learning

My child struggled with these elements of distance learning

  Beginning school work each day on time
  Independently using technology (i.e. logging into Google Classroom, using 
     Powerschool, using Google Drive, Zoom meetings, Google Meets etc.) 
  Accessing and understanding resources online
  Managing time & organization of materials 
  Can watch a recorded lesson and complete schoolwork
  Completing assignments without instruction
  Independent reading
  Finding books at the correct level
  Asking for help when needed
  Staying in touch with friends/classmates
  Turning assignments in on time
  Positive connection to some portion of the day

  Beginning school work each day on time
  Independently using technology (i.e. logging into Google Classroom, using 
     Powerschool, using Google Drive, Zoom meetings, Google Meets etc.) 
  Accessing and understanding resources online
  Managing time & organization of materials 
  Can watch a recorded lesson and complete schoolwork
  Completing assignments without instruction
  Independent reading
  Finding books at the correct level
  Asking for help when needed
  Staying in touch with friends/classmates
  Turning assignments in on time
  Positive connection to some portion of the day

  Weak   Medium   Strong   We do not have internet access

16 17

TIME FOR ACTION
INTODUCING THE PARENT-LED CONFERENCE PLANNING FORM

ADVOCACY IN A VIRTUAL WORLD 



TIME FOR ACTION
INTODUCING THE PARENT-LED CONFERENCE PLANNING FORM

ADVOCACY IN A VIRTUAL WORLD 

My most recent understanding of my child’s English performance is

My most recent understanding of my child’s math performance is

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS RECLASSIFICATION

IEP

MATH

  Below Level

  Below Level

  On Level

  On Level

  Above Level

  Above Level

Last book my child read independently

My child’s strengths

My child’s areas of improvement

My worries/concerns

Areas my child is successful in their transition to English instruction are:

Areas my child needs more support in their transition to English instruction are:  

Things that are working:

Concerns: 

My child’s strengths

My child’s areas of improvement

My worries/concerns

18 19

  My child is not an English Learner (if checked, skip the remainder of this section)
  My child has already been reclassified
  My child has not yet been reclassified:
      I want my child to reclassify this year
      I believe it will take longer than one year to reclassify

  My child does not have an IEP (if checked, skip the remainder of this section)
  My child currently has a 504 plan
  My child currently has an IEP
     My child receives speech services
     My child receives specialized instruction in academic areas
     My child receives occupational therapy
     My child receives
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