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In this month's
Community Journal:
2 DAYS, 1,000 BACKPACKS, INFINITE GRATITUDE
Preparation for the new school year often includes back-to-school
shopping for new outfits, shoes and school supplies. This can create a
significant burden on many families throughout West Contra Costa.
Through local fundraising efforts, GO WCC was able to distribute over
1,000 backpacks to support our students as they return to school!
For each of our scholars, we want you to know that the entire
community is cheering you on! We believe in you and hope you have
a wonderful school year filled with opportunity, growth, learning, and
community.
We are beyond grateful for all of the support we received to make
sure backpacks were distributed to families in our community. We
want to especially thank The Irene S. Scully Family Foundation, Tom
Panas, the West Contra Costa Public Education Fund, and the many
community members who contributed to this year’s drive.
To our incredible volunteers: Sarah Camacho of the West Contra
Costa Public Education Fund, Demetrio Gonzalez-Hoy, School Board
Trustee West Contra Costa Area 4, Kathleen Maloney of The Irene S.
Scully Family Foundation, Monica McDonald, Briel Pomerantz, and our
dedicated student volunteers – we thank you. You all were the
heartbeat of this effort.
And last but certainly not least, we want to thank our gracious hosts at
Murphy Elementary. Go Tigers!

Read how GO WCC
distributed over 1,00
backpacks to West Contra
Costa students across two
days.

Check out new programs
offered by GO WCC this year.

Read about some of our
amazing West Contra Costa
graduates in case you missed it.

Learn more about how the
new California math guidelines
are coming along.

Check out what the board
discussed and decisions that
were made over the summer
break. They have been busy!

WHAT'S HAPPENING
IN CALIFORNIA

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT (ICYMI)
Seniors share how the WCCUSD pathways programs helped mold their futures
We spoke to five new WCCUSD graduates last spring about the uniqueness of their academies, only to
learn that their journeys had much in common. As the students shared their stories, it became clear that
– while their interests and ambitions varied – they all felt safe and connected to their academies,
believed their teachers and classmates to be their most prominent champions, and found
incomparable value in the fundamental world skills they’ll bring with them into the next chapter of their
lives.
"I was a timid kid and not very confident about myself, but I
found what it means to be part of a community who
appreciates who you are and challenges you to find
something out about yourself you never knew."
- Jesus Mora Lupian
Click here to read the full article.

Financial Aid Raffle Winners
During the 21-22 school year, we held a raffle for West Contra Costa seniors and alum as they
completed their annual financial aid applications. Here are our six winners and a little bit about
them.
Laura will be
attending San
Francisco State
University and
majoring in
social work.

Haris will be
attending his first
semester at Cal
State Los Angeles
and majoring in
business
information
systems.

Keion will be
attending Holy
Names
University while
majoring in
business
management.

Alize will be
attending San
Diego State
University and
majoring in
accounting.

UPCOMING DISTRICT DATES
2022-2023 WCCUSD Calendar
Sept 1 - Back to School Night Elem Min Day

Sept 5 - Holiday
Sept 8 - Back to School Night Middle
Sept 9 - Middle Min Day

Ishika is finishing
her final year at
UC Berkeley
double majoring
in data science
and cognitive
science.
(Not Pictured):
Myvi will be attending UC
Davis in the fall and
majoring in neurobiology,
physiology and behavior.

GO WCC DATES

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Community Conversation with the
WCCUSD SELPA Director, Sonja NeelyJohnson
Thur August 25th 6-7pm
Join the meeting here.

Aug 24 & Sept 7

2022-2023 SPED Committee Orientation,
Sat August 27th, 9:30am-12:30pm
RSVP here.
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LEARN WITH US!
Back-to-School To-Do List
Preparing for Back-toSchool Success

CALIFORNIA’S NEW MATH GUIDELINES
The California State Standards (CSS) were developed through a state-led initiative to establish
consistent and clear education standards for English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics.
The belief is that these standards would better prepare students for success in college, career,
and the competitive global economy. What these standards have looked like have varied over
time. Often, iterations have focused intently on what was to be taught – not how. In fact, there
has been little guidance on the recommended approach to instruction, especially on how to
meet the unique needs of Black and Latino students, and English Learners.
California is currently crafting new math guidelines to replace the last version created in 2013.
The 2013 guidelines were designed to explain the new style of curriculum introduced by the
common core state standards and to help teachers prioritize which items to teach. Now, there
is a strong demand to make the guidelines more relevant and engaging to support our most
underserved learners.
This process of creating new guidelines has been a passionate one, filled with debate on how to
design state guidelines to achieve their true function — ensuring all learners achieve. “We all
agree it needs to be student-centered,” said Cole Sampson, administrator of professional
learning and student support for the Kern County Superintendent’s office. “As long as, at the
end of the day, it brings equity and choice and options for kids, I’d say that this framework is a
success.”

There is agreement that the new guidelines will be anchored by the following core beliefs:
All students are capable of accessing and achieving success in mathematics.
Students are most engaged when they can investigate, question, and form connections.
All students deserve powerful mathematics.
Access to engaging and human education is a universal right.
Cultural backgrounds, experiences, and language are resources for learning mathematics.
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CALIFORNIA’S NEW MATH GUIDELINES
Below are some of the topics that are driving on-going conversations and delaying the final
adoption:
College calculus is required for some college pathways but not others. Students should
evaluate if calculus is important for their career journey or if there are alternative pathways in
high school.
Guidelines need to be more student-centered and detail strategies to meet the needs of
varied learners.
There needs to be more consideration of funding, resources, and teacher capacity in a postpandemic world.
Ultimately, the guidelines should ignite enthusiasm and love of math in learners and current
drafts are not there yet.
With the new guidelines, there is a strong commitment to enhance the coaching and guidance
process for students to match their math trajectory to their desired career outcome. The hope is
that the standards support young people in making fully informed choices to ensure that their
potential is not limited. This represents an important evolution in state guidelines, moving beyond the
basic content to look at the big picture of student success.
WCCUSD is poised to select a new math textbook soon. With 60% of our students below level in
math achievement (based on the last year we have district wide data: 2018-2019), we have much
room for improvement. Selecting the correct curriculum and providing adequate training and
mentoring to support and drive instruction is vital. Continue to follow The West Contra Costa
Community Journal to monitor state and local progress on this topic.
Resources:
EdSource Article: Deep divisions, further delay for California’s math guidelines
EdSource Article: Despite divisions, math framework must be a 'North Star,' experts say
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Throughout the summer many of us take a moment to step away from school life. For school
board members, however, the work continues. Curious about what happened at this summer’s
school board meeting? Read our summary below.

June 15, 2022

The WCCUSD Special Education Department presented its annual plan to spend $92,750,942 in
service of the over 4,200 special needs students across the district.

June 29, 2022

After a staff presentation, the WCCUSD Board of Education approved the WCCUSD Local
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP). The presentation elevated key priorities with a recap of
commitments and outcomes from 2021-2022. It also clearly indicated what would be different in
2022-2023.
Review the presentation for updates on actions and services for:
● Career Tech Ed/ College & Career
Pathways
● African American/Black students
● English Learners
● Literacy and Intervention programs
● Visual and Performing Arts programs
● Special Ed students
● Foster and Homeless youth
● Program Evaluation and Monitoring
● International Baccalaureate programs
● School-based programs in the School Plan
for Student Achievement
● Professional development for classified and
certificated staff
● Recruitment and Retention of staff

● Professional development programs by
the Office of African American Student
Achievement
● E-learning Support
● Salary Increases
● Support for African American/Black
students and families
● Additional Vice Principals to support
school climate
● Support for community engagement and
outreach efforts
● Support for parent training and
volunteers
● Additional Social-emotional learning
programs
● Full service community school

The board adopted the 2022-2023 WCCUSD Annual Budget. The document shared with the
community was the most clear and accessible budget presentation we have seen in years. It
walks us through each funding source and where dollars are allocated as connected to goals.
There are pages for each school site detailing local site funding. Explore the annual budget to
better understand what it means for your child and local school.
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The first round of Single Plans for Student Achievement (SPSAs) was brought to the board for
approval. This represents an important and thoughtful shift to approve plans at the start of the
academic year to enable an entire year of implementation. In years past, plans were not approved
until mid-year or later, leaving little time for action. The following schools presented completed plans
to the board: Downer, Helms, Highland, Middle College, Montalvin, Murphy, Pinole Middle,
Richmond High, Sheldon, and Washington. Remaining schools will be presented at future board
meetings. In total, these plans detail how $7.5 million will be spent.

July 13, 2022

The second round of Single Plans for Student Achievement (SPSAs) was brought to the board for
approval. The following schools presented completed plans to the board: Bayview, Coronado,
Hanna Ranch, King, Lincoln, Michelle Obama, Tara Hills, Valley View, Verde, West County Mandarin,
DeJean, Korematsu, El Cerrito, and Greenwood.
Trustee Phillips and Trustee Reckler requested that the Board revisit Resolution No. 104-1920 to
determine whether it should be modified in any way at this time. The original resolution “calls for the
cities of Hercules, Pinole, San Pablo, Richmond and El Cerrito and Contra Costa County to end
militarized policing practices; support strengthening efforts to eliminate instances of excessive use of
force, and conduct stringent oversight and independent investigations into instances of police
brutality, racial profiling, and excessive use of force, and hold individual law enforcement officers
and police departments accountable.” It also “directs the Superintendent and District staff to
develop antiracist policies and procedures and provide training for teachers, staff, and
administrators to understand race/racism and its impact on teaching, learning, and knowledge
transmission, recognize differences between antiracism and multiculturalism in pedagogy,
curriculum, and educational advocacy, and understand how place (geography) and institutional
culture are uniquely important to the implementation of such programs.”
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While Trustee Phillips ultimately withdrew his request to revisit the original resolution, he spoke at
length about wanting the district to bring a draft policy to the board to re-establish a “healthy
relationship” with law enforcement and to find a way to work with police to support student and
staff safety. Clerk Gonzalez-Hoy then clarified that the item was placed on the agenda by Trustee
Reckler with the goal of enabling the superintendent to reallocate dollars to fund the return of
police officers on WCCUSD campuses.
WCCUSD is committed to expanding access to Transitional Kindergarten (TK) by offering Universal
Pre-Kindergarten to all four-year-olds. Staff presented their plan to comply with California’s new
legislation to serve all four-year-olds by the 2025-26 school year. This means increasing our TK
classrooms from 17 to 53. This coming year, three new sites will be added at Collins, Madera, and
Stewart, bringing the total to 20 TK classrooms.

August 3, 2022

The third round of Single Plans for Student Achievement (SPSAs) was brought to the board for
approval. The following schools presented completed plans to the board: Chavez, Ford, Harding,
Ohlone, Olinda, Riverside, Shannon, Peres, Stewart, Betty Reid Soskin, De Anza, and Kennedy.
In response to staffing shortages, three proposals were brought before the board. The first was to
issue Provisional Internship Permits (PIPs) allowing WCCUSD to hire an individual who has not yet met
the subject matter competence requirement needed to enter an internship program. Prior to
requesting a PIP, the employing agency must verify that a diligent search has been made, and a
fully credentialed teacher cannot be found. The PIP is issued for one year only.
The second was a request to issue variable term waivers to provide applicants with additional time
to complete the requirements for the credential that authorizes the service or provide employing
agencies with time to fill the assignment with an individual who either holds an appropriate
credential or qualifies under one of the assignment options.
The third was a teacher consent authorization which allows a licensed teacher to be assigned, with
their consent, “to teach a single subject class in which he or she has 18 semester hours of
coursework or nine semester hours of upper division or graduate coursework or a multiple subject
class if he or she holds at least 60 semester hours equally distributed among the 10 areas of a
diversified major.” (ED Code 44263) This will allow teachers to move between elementary and
secondary assignments to fill district vacancies and minimize the number of empty classrooms.
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A NOTE FROM GO WCC'S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Welcome back to a new school year! We have been busy this summer planning wonderful new
programming for you and your children. We hope you will join us for one of our many upcoming
events.

Special Education Community-Led Committee

We are thrilled to continue our work in the area of special education, led by parents and
community partners. We will kick-off this year with a Community Conversation with WCCUSD SELPA
Director Sonja Neely-Johnson on Thursday, August 25th from 6-7pm. We are eager to hear her vision
and plans for the 4,200 children under her department’s care. Join the meeting here.
We then invite all who would like to join our Special Education Community-Led Committee to
attend our 2022-2023 Orientation.
Saturday, August 27th, from 9:30am-12:30pm
This will be an in-person event. RSVP here. Please note: childcare will not be provided.

College Early and Often - GO WCC’s newest program

Looking for a place for you and your children to learn about and explore college and career
options? We are very excited to launch a new set of programming this September for children in
Kindergarten to 11th grade, AND their families. Over the course of the year you will have many
opportunities to come together and engage in exploratory activities, hear from guest speakers and
experts, and even join us for a field trip! We hope these evenings are a fun way to open up new
conversations with your child as you look forward to all that is possible after graduation. We look
forward to spending time with you in the weeks and months to come. Your partnership is so
important to us!
In community,
Natalie, Erika, and Ja’nee
The GO West Contra Costa Team

Stay connected with us:
: GOWCCschools
: GOWCCshcools

